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Dear Mr. Tendle: 

Southside Community Health Services has proven to be the Minnesota Department of Veterans 
Affairs' (MDVA) constant and primary source to initiate networking opportunities with other 
community agencies and referrals to assist homeless, female and minority veterans. Their efforts 
include: 

•	 Providing office space to meet with veterans in the community 
•	 Introducing the Department Outreach Coordinators to various points of contact within the 

community, to include faith based organizations, Native American Community Clinics, 
MAR, DADS and other non profit organizations 

•	 Including and/or promoting MDVA in community events and meetings such as the 
Community Outreach Forum, Juneteenth, monthly Native American Diabetes Breakfast, 
Organ Donations Program and African-American Mens project. 

•	 Obtaining free advertisements on local radio station KMOJ and community newsletters to 
promote MDVA's Outreach Program 

•	 Facilitating, planning and coordinating the Annual Sabathani Veterans Day program. In 
addition, they have provided financial support to cater food for these events. 

•	 Supporting the Governors Summit for returning Iraq and Afghanistan veterans 
•	 Supporting the MDVA's legislative effort to obtain peimanent funding for community 

outreach, which was granted this fiscal year. 

Our communities continue to benefit from the outstanding partnership of our two agencies. This 
relationship has resulted in over $2.9 million dollars in monetary benefits for veterans of the 
community. Mr. Clarence Jones and his staff should be commended for their efforts, inspiration 
and dedication to our targeted population. I especially want to commend Mr. Jones for his ability 
to connect many different agencies so that missions are accomplished, while he remains in the 
background. He has been most helpful in our department's efforts to reach under served veterans. 

Sincerely, 

C~7:J4d2,tL.ul2 
Clark Dyrud, ~issioner 
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